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1. Re-metropolisation
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b. Paradoxically, the reinforcement of capital-cities 
goes together with a weakening of the States 
which are losing authority from the ”top”
(European Union, multinational corporations, 
etc.) and are confronted by a growing 
competition between cities and regions, in a 
framework of increased deregulation .

b. The main cities and in particular the big capital 
cities are inserted in a space of networks, of 
which they are the main nodes 



This is glocalisation



Location of the 
headquarters of the 
main European 
corporations (left) and 
of the offices of the 
advanced services 
international firms 
(right)
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2. Universities, capital cities and 
location of research activities



a. The most important cities, in particular capital 
cities, are concentrating the most important 
university potential (with the exception of 
Germany, Switzerland and Italy). (Even if sometimes in 
peri-metropolitan locations: Louvain and Louvain-la-N euve, 
Oxford, Cambridge, Uppsala, etc.).

b. The scientific production is strongly concentrated 
in the main cities, in particular capital cities.

c. Research and development are very concentrated 
near the headquarters of big transnational firms. 



d.Patents geography results from the 
superposition of  various logics :

� a metropolitan logic
� the more or less industrial specialisation of the national 
economies
� the more or less technological character of the manufacturing
sector
� the presence of head offices of European or national 
champions

The location of Universities and research is part of the same twin 
centre-periphery relations that exist in the economy as a whole :

� at the European scale
� at the national scales



3. Which contributions can Universities 
bring to the development of capital-cities?



a. A “productivist” contribution, linked with the 
concentration in the same cities of the economic 
command, itself strongly linked with research and 
development.

� University as producer of highly educated 
manpower .
� Capital cities are particularly attractive for 18-25 
years old people and generally show a positive 
balance for the very qualified manpower.
� University as a scientific and thinking place.  
� University as a knowledge-producing place (even if 
its financial potential is often much less than those of 
the main firms) giving birth to spin-offs and start-ups. 



b. A production of expertises usable for the local 
bodies, in the framework of their urban project.

c. A contribution to the cultural demand and to the  
quality of its supply, which is now a major factor of 
urban attractiveness.

d. A contribution to the development of the local 
economy (wages of the staff and purchases of the 
students, with their multiplicator effects; place f or 
scientific meetings; purchases by the university; 
etc.). 



e. A contribution to the renewal and the reuse of t he 
urban heritage, of the urban wastes, to the 
regeneration of the deprived central urban district s.

f. A close educational supply, liable to reduce the  
urban social fracture, if access to university is 
democratic enough. 
Young people from underprivileged origin are very likely not to attend high 
level education if their place of residence is too far from the universities 



This pleads in favour of a stronger attention of 
capital cities to their universities, but also for 
maintaining universities in intra-urban locations, and 
not in peripheral ghetto campuses and and for urban  
full universities, more able to ensure social 
promotion, to cope with diversity, to support cultu ral 
synergies than specialised technical high schools, 
even if excellent  



4. The specific challenges of the 
capital-cities universities



a. Capital cities universities have to be involved at the 
two scales of the glocalisation:

� top level internationally ranked universities and
� contribution to local development and educational supply

b. Local authorities are sometimes less autonomous tha n 
in other cities, or at least have a wider field of 
concerns, so that strong links between local 
authorities and business and the university bodies 
could be more difficult to strengthen than in small er 
cities, where either the university is more strongl y 
linked with the local “elite” and local policy maker s, or 
it can be only a top ranked educational and researc h 
institution (Oxford, Salamanca, Coimbra, etc.)  



c. Capital cities have to build not only a strong c ity 
development scheme (economic, but also social, 
cultural, environmental, etc.), but also structures  
able to efficiently manage the links between this 
scheme and the university, which could strongly 
contribute to its success. 


